Art History Research Project 
Name __________________________

Section________________

Artist’s Full Name ____________________________________

Country_____________

BIOGRAPHICAL INFO:
1. Place/date of birth: 

2. Place/date of death: 

3. Primary type of artwork (ex: painting? drawing? sculpture? printmaking? ceramics)

4. Medium/Media (what material(s) are used?): 

5. Style or period of art? 

6. Short definition of that style or period (see Artlex or Artcyclopedia):

7. Interesting/Personal information on the artist

8. Three other artists who work in this style (from the time period of the artist - or  contemporary artists working in this same style). How is the work similar? How is the work different?

9. Favorite Quote:

10. Biography Resources (minimum of three -use authoritative sites (not wikipedia) and/or books). Include author, title, date, URL (for sites), publisher (for books), page numbers.

IMAGES: (find a picture of the artist and five of the artist’s works)

A. Artist’s Art Portrait or Photograph (find one online or photocopied from a 





book)
Artist / Photographer of the portrait/photograph
Date created:                              

Location of image: 
URL (or book citation):



B.  Artworks 
As you are doing your research, Print FIVE (5) images of the artist's work.
Label each artwork on your printouts to correspond with the number below that explains its detailed information.

For each image fill out the following information:
1. Title: 
Date:                                         Media:                                     Size:
Location (museum/collection):
URL/ site name (or citation of book):

2. Title: 
Date:                                           Media:                                   Size:
Location (museum/collection):
URL/ site name (or citation of book):
3. Title: 
Date:                                           Media:                                   Size:
Location (museum/collection):
URL/ site name (or citation of book):
4. Title: 
Date:                                           Media:                                   Size:
Location (museum/collection):
URL/ site name (or citation of book):
5. Title: 
Date:                                           Media:                                   Size:
Location (museum/collection):
URL/ site name (or citation of book):
CRITIQUE:
Choose one of those pieces of art and answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper:
1. Genres. Is this a still life (group of things)? a portrait (a painting, drawing or sculpture of a person)? or a landscape/seascape/cityscape (picture of the land/water/city)? Is it something else? (explain)?

2. Style/form: Is this artwork realistic (as real as possible)? abstract (distorted reality)?  non-objective (as far from reality as possible)? symbolic? functional? other (explain)?

3. Description.  Use the artwork’s anatomy:

1. What is the subject of this painting?

2. What is the composition like?  (in other words, how is it arranged?) For help with composition, look at: http://painting.about.com/od/paintingtipscomposition/a/10TipsCompositn.htm  

3. Analyze the content: (interpret the painting)  What do you think the artist was trying to say?

4. What feeling does this artwork give you and why?

5. What part of the artwork is your favorite and why?

6. What would you do differently in this artist’s work of art? Why?

7. Judgment: Defend this as a work of art using one of the theories of aesthetics (or combination): Art as Realism - Art for Formal Properties - Art as Expression - Art as Functional.  For help with judging an artwork’s success look at: http://gigaweb.brigantine.atlnet.org/PDFfiles/aesthetictheories.pdf 
	Assessment Rubric 
Student Name: 
Class Period: 
Art History Research Painting 
Date Completed: 
Circle the number in pencil that best shows how well you feel that you completed that criterion for the assignment. 
Excellent 
Good 
Average 
Needs Improvement 
Rate Yourself 
Teacher’s Rating 
Criteria 1 – Student's composition shows strong relationship to original work 
10 - 9 
8 - 9 
7 - 8 
6 or lower
  
  
Criteria 2 –  Composition shows understanding of elements and principles of design 
10 - 9 
8 - 9 
7 - 8 
6 or lower 
  
  
Criteria 3 – Painting technique reflects style of original artist through use of color and brush strokes.
10 - 9 
8 - 9
7 - 8 
6 or lower
  
  
Criteria 4 – Effort: took time to develop idea & complete project? (Didn’t rush.) Good use of class time? Used all time given?
10 - 9 
8 - 9
7 - 8 
6 or lower
  
  
Criteria 5 – Craftsmanship – Neat, clean & complete? Skillful use of the art tools & media? 
10 - 9 
8 - 9 
7 - 8 
6 or lower 
  
  
Total: 50 
(top percentage) 
Grade: 
  
  
  
  
  
Your Total 
Teacher Total 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




Lesson Adapted and modified  from:  http://www.incredibleart.org/lessons/high/ArtistResearch.htm 
